
 

Directions: After viewing a commercial on Indian travel and reading an article about Indian life, compare 

the way in which India (as a setting) was portrayed. Focus on the author’s purpose as it relates to 

presentation of facts and the interpretation / representation (or the exclusion) of particular facts.  

  

Both 

I can determine the ways in which two texts present conflicting information about the same topic. 
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India Census Exposes Extent of Poverty 
By Ritika Katyal, for CNN 

New Delhi (CNN) India's latest Socioeconomic and Caste Census (SECC) paints a 

stark picture of widespread rural poverty and deprivation.  

Of the 300 million households surveyed, an overwhelming majority (73%) live in 

villages. Of this rural population, less than 5% earn enough to pay taxes, only 2.5% 

own a 4-wheeler vehicle and less than 10% have salaried jobs.  

Not only does rural India have miserable statistics on income and asset ownership, 

its literacy rates are low. Only 3.5% of students graduate and around 35.7% of 

residents can't read or write.  

It comes as no surprise that the bulk of the Indian population is still 

overwhelmingly poor.  

Past surveys and experts have continued to emphasize the chasm between the two 

disparate pictures of India -- one that owns ambitious space and nuclear programs, 

and boasts of billionaires and information technology prowess, and the one in the 

villages, of which 92 million households (51%) earn their living by manual labor.  

The self-reported data from the SECC survey will be used for targeting new and 

existing welfare schemes. Toeing the line taken by the previous administration, the 

government refrained from making caste data public. 

  



What does it mean to be 'poor'? 

India's definition of "poor" has been hotly debated by development economists and 

activists, with several finding the official poverty line too low and leaving out a 

number of people who might still need government assistance. In 2014, a report by 

the Indian government Planning Commission estimated that 363 million Indians, 

making up 29.5% of the total population, were living below the poverty line in 

2011-12. The report, by the Rangarajan Expert Group, also estimates that the India 

poverty ratio fell from 38.2% to 29.5% between 2009-10 and 2011-12, lifting 91.6 

million individuals out of poverty.  

According to a Pew Research Center report released this month, while people were 

able to move up the social ladder from poor to low income during the last decade, 

the actual number of people in the middle class (living on $10-20 a day) barely 

budged from 1% in 2001 to 3% in 2011. Most developing countries set poverty 

lines far below those of advanced country levels.  

Living on double the Indian Planning Commission poverty line of $2.40 per day 

would still mean not meeting nutritional and other needs at developed economy 

levels. Many poor people "lifted out of poverty" are still living at levels closer to 

$2.40 than $10 per day. The Pew report estimates that at the proposed Rangarajan 

poverty line, food consumption alone would take up 57% of a rural family's budget 

and 47% of an urban family's budget.  

 

http://planningcommission.gov.in/index_oldpc.php
http://planningcommission.nic.in/reports/genrep/pov_rep0707.pdf
http://www.pewresearch.org/

